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Directive of the Ministry of Education
No. OBEC 293/2551 (2008)
Subject: Implementation of the Basic Education Core Curriculum
 B.E. 2551 (A.D. 2008)
-----------------------

Rapid economic and social change together with scientific and technological advancement have made it imperative for adaptation of basic education provision, which must be harmonized with such change and progress. Innovative strategies must be identified to improve the quality of education, which necessarily serves the needs of individuals as well as those of Thai society. Learners’ capacities for competitiveness and creative cooperation will strengthen Thailand’s international competitive position. There are also urgent needs for inculcation of awareness of Thai-ness, self-discipline, concern for public interest and adherence to a democratic form of government under constitutional monarchy as stipulated in Section 80 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand 2007 and the National Education Act 1999 and Amendments 2002 (Second National Education Act).
By virtue of Sections 12 and 15 of the Administrative Organization of the Ministry of Education Act 2003 as well as approval of the Basic Education Commission for application of the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008, the Ministry of Education hereby authorizes implementation of the Curriculum, the provisions of which are appended to this directive. The Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall replace the Basic Education Curriculum 2001. Conditions and time frame for application of the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall be as follow:
1. For model schools for curriculum implementation and those ready for such implementation, the names of which have been announced by the Ministry of Education:

(1) For academic year 2009, the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall be applied for Grades 1-6 and Grades 7 and 10;

(2) For academic year 2010, the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall be applied for Grades 1-6, and Grades 7, 8, 10 and 11; and

(3) As of academic year 2011, the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall be applied for all grades.

2. For schools in general:

(1) For academic year 2010, the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall be applied for Grades 1-6 and Grades 7 and 10;

(2) For academic year 2011, the Basic Education Curriculum 2008 shall be applied for Grades 1-6 and Grades 7, 8, 10 and 11; and

(3) As of academic year 2012, the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 shall be applied for all grades.


With prior approval of the Basic Education Commission, the Secretary-General of the Basic Education Commission is hereby authorized to make annulment, augmentation and change to the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008 in accord with exigencies of the target groups and methods of educational provision.

Given on July 11, 2008.

Somchai  Wongsawat

(Mr. Somchai Wongsawat)

Minister of Education

